Introduction
Ours is a patriarchal religion. History and tradition assign roles by gender. In Judaism, it matters whether you are male or female. The positive tilt is to male. Thus, when we ask: What is the role of gender in Jewish children's books?-we mean: What is the picture of Jewish females? What message do we give to our girls and women about their place and their value in a Jewish world?
Taking watershed events and compo nents of Jewish practice, I created cate gories, then sought children's literature within these, and re-read the books with gender as the focus. To my surprise, the picture for women is a healthy, positive one-in picture books, and in young- Jewish Libraries, June 21, 1993, New York, as Many of the books mentioned in this arti cle are "gender free," that is, the protago nist's sex could be switched and there would be no bearing on the outcome of the story. In some, gender is integral to the story. On the whole, a Jewish girl in her Jewish world can make it, can make a mark, can make a difference.
*Based on a presentation at the 28th Annual Convention of the Association of

Categories of Books Analyzed
A. Biographies: Secular and Biblical
As can be seen from the long list in Sec tion A 1 of the bibliography, there are many women whose lives serve as female, Jewish role models. Their histo ries are recounted in standard biogra phies/ autobiographies and in stories. In the "Biblical" lives it is important to search out women in situations other than where we expect to find them -Rebecca at the well, Esther at Purim, Ruth at Shavuot. We need coverage of the "baddies" as well as the "goodies," understanding that the classification comes from the male lens, for such underwritten women as 
